[Vertical oculomotor disorders in progressive supranuclear palsy and spino-cerebellar degeneration].
We performed neuro-otological investigation of vertical oculomotor disorders in 35 patients with degenerative disease [progressive supranuclear palsy (PSP) and spino-cerebellar degeneration], and obtained the following results: 1) In the patients with PSP, in addition to vertical oculogyric disorder both saccade and pursuit eye movements were disturbed, and the disturbance of saccade movement was greater. Even the patients without an oculogyric disorder were all found to have decreased saccade velocity, suggesting that this disorder may occur earliest in PSP. 2) In olivo-ponto-cerebellar atrophy (OPCA), saccade movement was less disturbed than that in PSP. In contrast, pursuit movement was disturbed more frequently. 3) In late cortical cerebellar atrophy (LCCA), vertical ocular movement was hardly disturbed compared with OPCA. 4) Concerning dentate nuclear degeneration, we cannot reach a conclusion because of the few cases studied, but a variety of oculomotor disorders were seen; both saccade and pursuit movements were disturbed, but saccade movement was less disturbed than in PSP. 5) In visual suppression tests, enhancement in the light area was frequently seen in the patients with PSP and OPCA, but none with LCCA showed such change. In addition, enhancement of the light area under visual suppression was significantly correlated with vertical oculomotor disorder.